Buick Memorial Primary School Newsletter
Friday 9™ January 2026

CULLYRACKEY

Dear Parents and Carers,

Wishing the Buick community a Happy New Year! Term 2 got off to a difficult start because of the snow
but we are glad that everyone remained safe and well and our children were back in school on Wednesday!
All decisions were made in the best interests of children and staff and I'd like to thank you for your
continued support in making these difficult choices. Our text messaging system and Facebook page proved
beneficial for communication purposes. However, parents/carers are gently reminded of the Parent Code
of Conduct for online communications regarding the school.

With a new year, comes new resolutions and a determination to drive forward academic teaching and
learning. Buick staff are scheduled to attend a number of courses over the coming months to continue
their professional development.

In Assembly this week, pupils were encouraged to set themselves personal targets and they were
reminded of the importance of a having a positive, ‘can-do attitude, alongside always giving the best of
themselves in school and in their homework completion.

After 9 years as Acting Vice-Principal, Mr Beattie has decided to step back from the management role to
spend more time with his family. He will remain at Buick as a P7 Class Teacher for this academic session,
but he will move to another year group in Buick in September.

The Board of Governors would like to publicly thank Mr Beattie for his unwavering commitment and
dedication to Buick Memorial Primary School and Nursery Unit through very challenging times and they
know he will continue to drive forward opportunities for children across the curriculum.

With this development, an external advertisement has been placed on the EA Portal for the past 3 weeks
and applications for the Vice Principal post closes tonight. The Board of Governors will be meeting on
Tuesday 13™ January to consider applications and arrange interviews accordingly.

We will confirm the new appointment with you when all recruitment procedures have been completed and
verified by the Education Authority. We anticipate the new Vice Principal will take up the post in Term 3.

Post-Primary Schools Open Nights
We strongly encourage our Pés and P7s to visit Open Nights in all local post primary schools to allow
informed choices to be made.
Cullybackey College - 12™ & 13™ January from 7:30pm
Cambridge House - Saturday 17" January 9:15am - 1pm
Slemish College -21°" and 22™ January from 6:30pm - 9:30pm

Dining Centre
Monday 12™ January sees the continuation of our Lunch Bunch menu. Please ensure you check this menu to
inform your child correctly. School meals are now £3.10 per day and Nursery meals, £3 per day. Children
who avail of Free School Meals will continue to do so.




Class Work
This Winter, the topic in P4G has been 'Cold Places’. Our children have enjoyed learning more about the
Arctic and Antarctica, the animals that live there and all about the lives of Inuits. They created posters
about Arctic animals in ICT, painted animals in Art and created displays to show off their fabulous work.
They also turned their classroom door into a doorway to the Arctic - which was amazing!
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Nursery and P1 Applications

If you have younger child who may qualify for Nursery or Primary 1 in September, please make sure you
apply online. Additionally, if you know of any friends or family members with young children, please share
this enrolment information with them too! We have 26 full time Nursery places and 60 Primary 1 places
available for September.

Pre-school Age Ranges

For target age children born on or between 2 July 2022 and 1 July 2023,

Key Dates

7 January 2026 at 12noon EA Connect opens at 12noon for applications.

21 January 2026 at 12noon EA Connect closes at 12noon for Punctual applications.

26 January 2026 at 4pm EA Connect closes for birth certificates and supporting documents.
23 March 2026 Outcome of Stage 1 Target Age only applications.

23 March 2026 Stage 2 Process EA Connect opens for applications.

1 April 2026 Stage 2 closes for applications.

19 May 2026 Outcome of Stage 2 Target Age and Underage Applications.

ft is important to read:

¢ The Pre-School Admissions Guide; and

o The Published Admissions Criteria of Buick Memorial Primary school and Nursery Unit.

*Please ensure all supporting documents are uploaded too!
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Child Protection
If you have any concerns about your child's safety in school, you can speak to Mr Beattie, (Designated
Teacher for Child Protection), or to Mrs Shirlow, (Deputy Designated Teacher). If you are still
concerned, you may contact the Principal, Miss R Peters, who oversees the Safeguarding Team within
Buick Memorial Primary School. Additionally, you may contact the Board of Governors. Our Child
Protection Governor is Rev. Philip Moffett.
If you have any concerns about a child or community activity out of school hours, you can talk to a Social
Worker at the Social Services Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 or PSNI on 101. Like all primary schools,
Buick links with PSNI Officers to engage in Operation Encompass. This is a legal requirement which
ensures appropriate information is shared accordingly.
As professionals, we have a legal duty of care for children. As part of this, 'Notes of Concern' are
completed inhouse if staff have any worries regarding a child's presentation. This presentation includes
their attendance, personal hygiene, nutritional provision, growth and development, uncharacteristic
behaviours and comments/worries they share about home life. If appropriate, these records may be
shared with Social Services.

Term 2A
Monday 12" January Jo Jingles visiting P1 (2/10)
Tuesday 13™ January Jo Jingles visiting Nursery
3pm - 4pm - P6 Scripture Union (2/4)
Wednesday 14" January P7M Talk on Healthy Relationships
2pm / 3pm - Buick Ju Jitsu
Thursday 15™ January P7 Swimming (1/10)
Pés to Robotics at Dunclug College
3-4.15pm P4-P7 Boys' Football practice (1/3)
Friday 16™ January Ballymena Academy Coaching Tag Rugby and Netball in P7 (2/6)
Mr Marsh from Cambridge House visiting P7s
Monday 19" January Jo Jingles visiting P1 (3/10)
Tuesday 20™ January 3pm - 4pm - P6 Scripture Union (3/4)
Wednesday 21" January P78 Talk on Healthy Relationships
2pm / 3pm - Buick Ju Jitsu
Thursday 22" January P7 Swimming (2/10)
Friday 23" January Ballymena Academy Coaching Tag Rugby and Netball in P7 (3/6)
Saturday 24™ January SEAG Results for P7s
Monday 26™ January Jo Jingles visiting P1 (4/10)
Tuesday 27™ January P1 Health Checks
3pm - 4pm - P6 Scripture Union (4/4)
Wednesday 28™ January P1 Health Checks
2pm / 3pm - Buick Ju Jitsu
Thursday 29™ January P1 Health Checks
P7 Swimming (3/10)
Friday 30™ January Ballymena Academy Coaching Tag Rugby and Netball in P7 (4/6)
Parent Interview Week - Buick closing at 1pm each day
Tuesday 3™ February Citizenship
Wednesday 4™ February 2pm / 3pm - Buick Ju Jitsu
Thursday 5™ February P7 Swimming (4/10)
Friday 6™ February Ballymena Academy Coaching Tag Rugby and Netball in P7 (5/6)

Half-term holidays Monday 9™ - Friday 13™ February inclusive.

*Dates may be added or changed

Looking at the dates above, this is a short half-term with Parent Interviews and SEAG Transfer results
ahead!

Have a lovely weekend! Kind regards,

R. Peters, Principal




