Buick Memorial Primary School Newsletter
Friday 28™ November 2025
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Dear Parents and Carers,
Another extremely busy week here at Buick with CCEA Assessments being completed in our ICT Suite and
festivity preparations underway. Thank you to everybody who has already purchased tickets for our
upcoming events.

Primary 7 Treat
We are extremely proud of all our pupils. To celebrate the wonderful work completed so far this term,
and the completion of SEAG Assessments, the P7 teachers felt the children needed a little treat. Moby
Chip kindly stepped up and generously supplied them with chips. This delicious addition to the school day
was greatly appreciated by all. Thank you to Geor‘ge Stirling for his unwavering support.
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Football
Yesterday, our football tfeam travelled to Fourtowns Primary in Ahoghill to compete in a 7-a-side
tournament. Representing the Buick with teamwork and skill, the boys worked hard all afternoon and
finished the day unbeaten. They now progress to the area finals held after Christmas. Well done! @)

Dining Centre and Price Increases
Monday 1°" December sees the continuation of our new seasonal menu. Please ensure you check this menu
to inform your child correctly.

School dinners currently cost £2.60 per day for P1-P7. Nursery children can avail of school dinners which
cost £2.50 per day.

As previously advised, school meal prices will increase from 15" January. Primary School Meals will then be
£3.10 per day and Nursery meals, £3 per day.

Unfortunately, we have no control over this price rise. Children who avail of Free School Meals will
continue to do so.



P3HM Topic Work
In World Around Us, Primary 3HM have been exploring their senses through a variety of hands-on

activities, including making popcorn which allowed us to experience all five senses together.

The children used their sense of hearing by listening carefully to different sounds and matching them to
the correct objects. The crisp-flavour challenge was also a highlight, showing us how smell and taste work
together to help us enjoy different flavours.
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Child Protection
* This weekly section is a legal requirement for your reference in an emergency situation.

*

If you have any concerns about your child's safety in school, you can speak to Mr Beattie, (Designated
Teacher for Child Protection), or to Mrs Shirlow, (Deputy Designated Teacher). If you are still
concerned, you may contact the Principal, Miss R Peters, who oversees the Safeguarding Team within
Buick Memorial Primary School. Additionally, you may contact the Board of Governors. Our Child
Protection Governor is Rev. Philip Moffett.

If you have any concerns about a child or community activity out of school hours, you can talk to a Social
Worker at the Social Services Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 or PSNI on 101. Like all primary schools,
Buick links with PSNI Officers to engage in Operation Encompass. This is a legal requirement which
ensures appropriate information is shared accordingly.

As professionals, we have a legal duty of care for children. As part of this, ‘Notes of Concern’ are
completed inhouse if staff have any worries regarding a child's presentation. This presentation includes
their attendance, personal hygiene, nutritional provision, growth and development, uncharacteristic
behaviours and comments/worries they share about home life. If appropriate, these records may be
shared with Social Services.

Christmas Performances
Our Nursery pupils will be performing seasonal songs for parents/carers on Thursday 11" December. A
collection will be taken on the day and funds raised will be used to benefit your child’s journey in Nursery.
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Buick's Little Christmas
As per tradition, we will be showcasing the talents of our youngest children on Friday 5™ December. We
will be putting on 'Buick’s Little Christmas' performance in our Assembly Hall. Please enter via the side
door near the Assemly Hall.

10am - 10:30am. P1: Hushaby Nativity
10:45am - 11:10am P2 : Christmas Around the World
11:20am - 11:40am P3 : Christmas Extravaganza

Tickets are priced at £5 each (maximum of 2 per child) and can be purchased in advance via the
ParentMail app, section "Payments/Shop". Due to the size restrictions of the Assembly Hall, this is
limited to 2 tickets per child. The tickets will be sent home with your child on receipt of payment. All
monies raised will go towards school funds and ultimately used to benefit the children in our care.

If you only have a child in Primary 1, you should leave the Assembly Hall straight after their performance.
If you have another child in P2 or P3, please remain seated at no extra charge.

P1 children can be collected after their performance from the back playground. Pupils with siblings in
P2/P3 will be looked after by Buick staff until all performances are completed. They can be collected
afterwards from the back playground.

Parents and carers from P2 should arrive at 10:30am as their performance will commence at 10:45am.
Parents and carers from P3 should arrive at 11:10am as their performance will commence at 11:20am.

Our pupils have been practising their words and songs in school and at home. Thank you for supporting
this initiative and providing clothes/costumes, as required.

We respectfully ask that our pupils are given optimum conditions to perform and that younger
babies/toddlers are not brought along to the performances. We cannot accommodate buggies or
prams due to Health and Safety requirements. Thank you in advance for your support in these
matters.

It has been a long standing tradition at Buick that the whole school finishes early on this day (12.15pm).
Parents will be able to take their child (P1-P3) following their performance. If parents wish to take older
siblings at the same time, please telephone the office in advance and we will prepare family members and
their class teachers accordingly. All pupils P4-P7 will finish at 12.15pm. There will be no afternoon
buses nor Canteen on that day.

Our Annual Carol Service will take place on Tuesday 16™ December in Cuningham Memorial Church.
Families and friends are welcome to join us in the church at 9:45am for a 10am start. Choir members,
instrumentalists and readers from P4 - P7 will lead the service, which is attended by all children from P2-
P7. An offering will be taken following the service for school funds.

On Friday 12™ December, the school will finish early at 12.15pm to allow our P1 Open Afternoon to take
place for prospective P1 pupils and parents. Lunch will be provided at the earlier time of 11am on this day.
Please note there will be no PM buses on Friday 12 December.



Term 1B

Monday 1°" December Choir 3pm - 3.45pm
Tuesday 2™ December Citizenship
Wednesday 3™ December Primary 7 pupils and staff to watch Ballymena Academy's

Christmas Concert and lunch in McDonalds!

Buick Ju Jitsu 2pm & 3pm

Thursday 4™ December Christmas Dinner - Party Boxes

P7 Pupils to Dunclug College to watch Annie

P6 Swimming (9/10)

Friday 5™ December Buick's Little Christmas

Whole School Finishing at 12:15pm NO PM BUSES OR CANTEEN

Monday 8™ December Learn With Lauren Visiting Buick to share Christmas Stories with
Nursery & P1
Choir 3pm - 3.45pm
Wednesday 10™ December Buick Ju Jitsu 2pm & 3pm
Thursday 11" December P6 Swimming (10/10)
Friday 12" December Buick Nursery & P1 Open Day
Whole School Finishing at 12:15pm NO PM BUSES
Monday 15™ December Learn With Lauren Visiting Buick to share Christmas Stories with
P2
Carol Service Rehearsal - details to follow
Tuesday 16™ December 10am - Buick's Carol Service in Cuningham Church
1pm - Buick Choir performing at Tobar Fold
Wednesday 17" December Buick Choir to Radio Cracker

Jo Jingles in Nursery

Buick Ju Jitsu 2pm & 3pm

Friday 19" December End of Term 1B - Buick Finishing at 12:15pm NO PM BUSES

*Please check this newsletter weekly as times/dates may change as we navigate the busyness of this
time of year.

We hope you enjoy the bonanza of events which are ahead over the next few weeks! Our children have
practised extremely hard, and we look forward to a high-quality audience for optimum performance
conditions.

Please encourage grandparents, family friends and neighbours to join us for our Buick Carol Service in
Cuningham Memorial Church, on Tuesday 16™ December at 10am. We would love to see the church full to
the brim!

Have a lovely weekend!
Kind regards,

R. Peters,
Principal
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" Step back {n time and follow the Star as Mary and Joseph make
their journey to Bethlehem. Meet Shepherds, Wise Men and Angels ‘
hile you discover the real meaning of Christmas on this fruly
rg.-marka?:ﬂe walk-through tour.
Free tours throughout the day. Fully Accessible. Book on arrival.
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Take the hassle oul of your Christrnas shopping and do it under one Q
roof right here at Ballymena Elim. Browse through a range of stalls
and businesses selling a wide variety of Christmas giffs, festive food

and more w1 AF
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Enjoy a FREE BB@ serving both Burgers and Hof Dogs and then wash it
all down with some teaq, coffee and shortbread - what beffer way to
spend a cold December afternoon?

NEW events for 2025 include a pefiing farm and infiatables
alongside our usual professional festive photo booth, face painting,
Room?ZRace racing simulators and much more! ‘

Facebook: @christrmasoncasftlesireet 2\}' m
Instagram - @on_castle st ]

Web: www.ballymenaelim.church mi i

Ballymena Elim, 42 Castle Sireef, Ballymena BT43 7BT (5

Other Jestive events this

Sunday 21st December:
Carol Service - 6:30pm
A family orientated service with carols, readings, soloists and refreshments.

Wednesday 24th December:
Christmas Eve Carols and Candles - 6:30pm
A carol service by candlelight followed by refreshments.
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Buick Memorial

Nursery Open Day
Friday 12™ December 2025

10am - 12pm
Places must be booked in
advance via Google forms

Contact info@buickmemorial.org
or phone 02825880368 for
further details




MEMORIAL

PIOPENDAY = iz
Friday 12th December - if‘" /“;.;
Ipm - 3pm
Places must be booked in e
advance via Google Forms ===~

Contact info@buickmemorial.org or
phone 02825880368 for further details

BUICK MEMORIAL PRIMARY SCHOOL
62 Main St Cullybackey BT42 1BW




Cuningham Memorial Church
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