Buick Memorial Primary School Newsletter
Friday 6™ September 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,

The children have settled back into their routines very quickly. The four short days in August allowed us to
gently ease our pupils back into school procedures. Parents have also noted the benefits in resettling
sleeping patterns at home. This year's August start has allowed us to implement full school operations from
2" September. Pupils have now been informed of which days to bring PE kits or recorders and we continue
to encourage them to take ownership of their learning by coming to school prepared for the day ahead.

Dining Centre
We have a number of children enrolled within the school entitled to free school meals but who are not

registered as such. If your child is not currently on the 'Free Meals Register’, and you feel that they
could/should be, please visit www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals to make an application.

Likewise, some parents have applied in late August but the applications have not yet been processed by the
Education Authority. Unfortunately, this is beyond our control at school level.

School meals remain at £2.60 and we will be following the Week 2 pattern from Monday 9™ September.
It was lovely to see some of our Primary 1 pupils at Breakfast Club from 8:30am - 8:45am this week.
At Breakfast Club, pupils may purchase cereal, toast, fruit or juice. Others simply enjoy the sociable time

with their friends before formal learning. Supervision is free and all pupils can attend.

After School Clubs w/c Monday 9™ September

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
2pm-3pm/ 8:45am
3pm-4pm Choir Rehearsals

Buick Ju-Jitsu for all pupils who
were in the choir
last year!

On Tuesday, Sensei Ryan and Sensei Shayne visited during Citizenship to talk about Buick Ju-Jitsu Club.
This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to develop their skills after school and it will operate again
each Tuesday.

To encourage new members to join, they have offered a free taster session. If you would like your child
to attend on Tuesday 10™ September, please complete the slips, which were sent home, and return
them to the school office by Monday 9™ September. Final numbers will then be shared with Sensei
Ryan to allow the classes to be planned appropriately.

Medication
Last week we sent home Medical Care Plans - thank you to all parents who returned them to us. This week
we have attached Medical AM1 and AM2 forms.
Any child who requires a medical plan and medication in school should have one of these completed. It is
your parental responsibility to inform the school of your child's medical needs and to provide the school
with the appropriate information and labelled medication.
It is also imperative that the school is kept updated about any medical changes throughout the year.



Allergies
We have a number of pupils in school with allergies to particular foods such as nuts. We respectfully ask

parents to think carefully about what items they give to their child for a snack at break time. Please
encourage healthy eating and avoid sending nut products into the school environment to minimise the risk
of anaphylactic reactions. Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

The School Day
Parents are reminded that they should not enter the school building in the morning as this is a Child
Protection matter. Staff have been in the playgrounds this week and have actively encouraged
parents to leave their children at the door. We will be continuing to encourage our children to be
confident, independent individuals. Thank you in advance of your full co-operation.
Parents who wish to speak with the class teacher should telephone the school office to make an

appointment.

Miss School, Miss Out

The Department of Education recently implemented a media campaign called Miss School, Miss Out. You
may have seen the advertisement on television? For further information on how poor attendance impacts on
children’s learning and social development, please see the following link.

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/miss-school-miss-out
Attendance at school is very important. Last year Buick had an average pupil attendance of 97.6%.
Although we are pleased with this result we would like to continue to improve upon this figure again in
2019/20.

Music Lessons
There has been a change of day for peripatetic music lessons: string tuition with Miss Bell will now take
place each Tuesday and wind tuition with Mr McCubbin will take place as usual on Fridays.

P7 Trip
Each year we organise a Primary 7 trip in order to encourage children to develop independence. We are

delighted to inform you that this year's trip will be based in Scarborough! Many of our activities,
however will take place in York as in previous years. Please see our Facebook and website posts for further
information.

This wonderful experience has been scheduled for Monday 4™ May until Thursday 7™ May and the trip will
be led by Miss Peters. Pupils will be of f school on the Friday for the Bank Holiday.

A non-refundable deposit of £50 is required to secure a place and this should be returned to school by
Friday 4th October. Once the final numbers have been confirmed, we will be able to give a more accurate
cost but we estimate it to be around £360 per pupil. This price includes the travel, hotel, tickets into
activities and food.

Child Protection
If you have any concerns about your child's safety in school, you can speak to Mr Beattie, (Designated
Teacher for Child Protection), or to Mrs Shirlow, (Deputy Designated Teacher). If you are still concerned,
you may contact the Acting Principal, Miss R Peters, who oversees the Safeguarding Team within Buick
Memorial Primary School. Additionally, you may contact the Board of Governors. The Governor responsible
for Child Protection and Safeguarding is Mrs Courtney. At any time, you may talk to a Social Worker at the
Social Services Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333,




Tim Bailie

On Thursday, Tim Bailie, a local author will be visiting Buick to share his new book, 'The Six-Legged
Spider’. This book links nicely with our ethos of inclusivity and of each child being wonderfully unique.

"Unable to spin normal webs, the Six-Legged Spider sets off on an adventure to find a job. But what should
she be? A Juggler? A Waitress? A Goalkeeper? A Drummer? Or perhaps her greatest talent was there all
along but she just didn't readlise it... 'The Six-Legged Spider' is a heart-warming and funny story about
embracing the differences in others."

- @s3CGED

Tim will be working with all pupils from Nursery - Primary 7 at Buick throughout the morning.

As part of his visit, we request a 50p donation from each pupil. This should be brought to school on
Thursday morning.

Additionally, Tim will be selling his books at £5 each on the day. (They are currently £6.99 in
Waterstones!) Pupils who wish to buy a copy, should bring the money with them to school on Thursday.

Thank you in advance of your support.

A Carryin' Stream

You may recall that we had a film crew with us for a number of days last term. The programme called a
“Carryin’ Stream”, is due to be broadcast on Sunday 15™ September at 21.45, starring pupils from Buick
Memorial Primary School. One not to be missed! It will also be available on BBC! i-player.

Additional Information Distributed to Children
* P7 Residential Trip * After school care club note

Kind regards,
R. Peters
(Acting Principal)



