Buick Memorial Primary School Newsletter
Friday 29™ June 2018

Dear Parents/Carers,
On Wednesday, we held our End of Year Assembly. Pictures of all the winners are displayed on the school

website www.buickmemorial.org
On Wednesday evening we said farewell to our wonderful Primary 7 pupils. They have had a fantastic year
and we are incredibly proud of them alll We would like to wish them every future success as they move on to

their post primary schools in September.
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Fitness Fun Day Sponsored Event

The winning class was Primary 6Q! They raised a staggering £22.84 per pupil! Their class total of £639.52
was amazing and they thoroughly enjoyed their reward of a 'pizza and pop' party!

Weekly Note
Last week we shared information about our intention to reduce our carbon footprint by putting the weekly

newsletter on our school website, starting in September. If you require a paper copy please contact the
school office.



Project 500 in Association with Queens University, Belfast

Below is a recent article published in the project 500 Newsletter, detailing the fantastic science
opportunities promoted at Buick in P6 and P6/5 this session.

In Cullybackey, Buick Primary School
blasts off with reading and science

PowerPoint displays, posters and
fact-files. On the launch day,
Buick opened its doors to
astronauts, Tim Peakes, rabbits,
blood cells, Dolly the sheep,
doctors, forensic scientists and
many other personalities from the
world of science.

collecting as many of the planet
stickers as they could. There was
a very competitive atmosphere!

The month of May saw the launch
of Project 500.in 6Q and 6/5M at
Buick Memorial. We decided to

It was evident that parents, as
well as children, had put a great
deal of thought and effort into
making this a most wonderful day
for all. We were stunned by the
innovative approach taken to light
up planet posters, produce

3 =“smoke” from rockets and the
many scientific devices which can
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spread this across 3 weeks to
allow time to read and review as
wide a range of books as possible.

The aim of our project was to
draw links between science,
literacy and ICT with the pivotal
objective of promoting

the enjoyment of reading factual
books. We contacted our local

library and they were delighted to

furnish us with many books
covering all areas of science. The
children spent a great deal of
time reading through and
reporting back on the range of
topic areas that they chose.

During the three-week period, the

children gave short reviews to

their classes about the books they

had been reading and swapped

books according to their interests.

All were very enthusiastic about
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Each child was challenged to read
a selection of books related to an
area of science and to choose an
aspect or a prominent person of
science to research and then
present their findings to the class

while dressed up for the part.
Children chose a variety of
presentation methods:

be formed from plastic bottles.
Teachers and pupils were
mesmerized by the display which
appeared in our whole school
Assembly!

Report y Sylvia McCleery and
Helen McQuiston, Buick Primary
School, Cullybackey.



AQE Registration and Parental Information Evenings

Parents should register their P6 child now for the transfer assessment in November/December 2018.
Please visit www.age.org.uk for further registration information. The closing date for applications is 7t
September, 2018.

Free School Meals

We have a number of children enrolled within the school who would be entitled to free school meals but are
not registered as such. If your child is not currently on the 'Free Meals Register' and you feel that they
could/should be please visit www.eani.org.uk/i-want-to/fsm/howtoapply/ to make an application. Please
ensure all applications for Uniform Allowance and Free School Meals are submitted now, in preparation for
the new school year.

Postcards
As we approach the summer holidays, the children are now talking about their holiday plans. If you are
travelling abroad this year, could you please assist your child in writing a postcard to the school? Upon return
in September, the postcards from various locations will assist our Citizenship programme. Thank you in
advance.

Community Events

Make Your Own Picture Book by Jennifer Davison

31" July and 14™ August from 1lam - 12:30pm at Midtown Makers, 50-51 Church Street, Ballymena. Cost =
£20 per person

This interactive workshop will explore the concept of forming ideas, creating engaging characters, layouts
and illustrations.
Conducted by children’s book illustrator Jennifer Davison, this is the perfect workshop for young people
looking to learn the basics of storytelling and creating picture books.'
For further information and to book a place, please email jennifer.illustration @gmail.com

Libraries NI
Ahoy there! Big Summer Read 2018. Collect a passenger pack from your local library from Monday 2™ July.
Please visit www.librariesni.org.uk for further information

Well what an incredible year it has been at Buick! Lots of developments and exciting opportunities for our
children.

These wonderful experiences wouldn't be possible without the commitment and dedication of our teaching
and non-teaching, ancillary, auxiliary and clerical staff. They all go above and beyond for the children in our
daily care. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them publicly for their outstanding enthusiasm and
support throughout the year.

Parents, I would also like to thank you too for your continuing support of all things Buick! In September our
new Parent Group will launch and I hope to meet new and familiar faces and to continue to drive
improvements forward for the benefit of your children.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, T would like to say thank you to all of the children from Nursery to
Primary 7. It is a real privilege to work with these incredible youngsters every single day. At Buick, each child
is valued as an individual and we have enjoyed watching them all grow throughout the seasons in their
academic abilities and seeing their little personalities blossom. They are at the heart of everything we do and
every decision we make.

Thank you to all the other fabulous individuals who support the school throughout the year. Your unwavering
support doesn’t go unnoticed. I would like to extend a particular thanks to Marlinda Orr for all of her help
and support in arranging the cups for our Prize Day.

I hope you all have a lovely, relaxing summer break and enjoy making memories which will last a lifetime!

R. Peters
(Acting Principal)



Term 1 begins:

Term 2 begins :

PRIMARY SCHOOL

BUICK MEMORIAL PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY UNIT

Term 3 begins:

School Calendar 2018 - 2019

Wednesday 29" August 12 noon finish NO BUSES
Thursday 30™ August 12 noon finish NO BUSES
Friday 315" August 12 noon finish NO BUSES

Monday 3™ September - School bus service (Ulsterbus & Causeway)
commences at normal finishing times - 2pm/3pm

Monday 29™ October to Friday 2" November (inclusive) - Half-Term holiday
Friday 215" December 12 noon finish NO BUSES

Christmas Holidays: Monday 24™ December to Friday 4™ January 2019
(inclusive)

Monday 7™ January 2019
Monday 18™ to Friday 22™ February (inclusive) - Half Term
Friday 12™ April 12 noon finish (NO BUSES)

Easter Holidays: Monday 15™ April to Friday 26™ April (inclusive)

Monday 29™ April
Monday 6th May - May bank holiday
Friday 24™ May - Monday 27 May (inclusive)

Friday 28™ June 12 noon finish (NO BUSES)



